THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
an exclusively Tory administration. Nothing had
occurred since William had re-entered Parliament to
loosen those bonds of personal loyalty which held him
to his old party. And when in 1824 Canning offered
him a place, once again he felt bound to refuse. How-
ever, though he could not himself join Canning he was
all for anyone else doing so. Three years earlier he had
strongly urged his friend Ward to accept a similar
office.  "It would have the effect of supporting and
.assisting Canning", he remarked, "at this moment,
and it might enable you to be of essential service to the
Ministry. At the same time," he adds characteristically,
"do not take it, unless you can make up your mind to
bear every species of abuse and misrepresentation and
the imputation of the most sordid and interested
motives." Himself, both at home and in the lobbies of
the House, he consorted more and more with the
Canningites, Huskisson, who followed Canning into
the Government, was always coming down to
Brocket.    He combined profound knowledge of
practical affairs with an antipathy to doctrinaire theory.
This exactly harmonized with William's own point of
view. His previous respect for Huskisson's judgment
grew to unbounded admiration.    "The greatest
practical statesman I ever knew", he said of him in later
years; and he set himself to learn all he could from such
a wellspring of wisdom.   Practical knowledge had
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